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During thg Turco-Italian war of 1912, the Italians blockaded the Yamen coast, using Massowa as a naval base. This blockade seriously affected British subjects, in whose hands is most of the Red Sea trade with the Arabian littoral, but did little harm to the Turks, who possess no maritime defences along that coast except at Sheikh Said, and merely withdrew troops inland a space when the Italians looked like bombarding.
Sheikh Said, a small town and fortress opposite Perim, more than held its own, for the Turks have some heavy modern guns there, mounted in well-concealed gun-pits near the crest of a tall hill.
The Italians backed the Idrisi with arms and money, and this upset Yamen far more than their blockade, for the Idrisi got hold of the Farsan Islands, and his activity in Asir was a constant menace.
The Farsan Islands have now been re-taken by Turkey, and there seems some likelihood of a definite understanding with the Idrisi, for a Turkish Governor has been appointed to Asir ; it remains to be seen whether he can cope with the situation.
The Arabs themselves, remembering their past history, mistrust the Imam, but support him from patriotic motives, and they certainly dislike Turkish rule though admitting that the Turks are in Yamen by invitation, to a certain extent.
It is always easier to invite a guest than to get rid of him if he does not want to leave. The Arabs consider that the Turks have worn their welcome threadbare and would be glad to see the backs of them. The Turks are beginning to realize that the vilayet is a white elephant to them, but are disinclined to withdraw lest their prestige suffer in other parts of Arabia.